
Lenasia's Rich Cultural History  

Many will agree that Lenasia has a rich cultural history. Before 1994, Indians residing in 
Johannesburg and elsewhere were forcibly relocated to Lenasia under the Group Areas 
Act. This legislation aimed to segregate people by race and cultural identity, resulting in 
areas like Soweto for Africans, Eldorado Park for Coloureds and Lenasia for Indians. 

 A Diverse Indian Community*  

* The Indian community in Lenasia was diverse, with people from various backgrounds 
living together and practicing religious harmony. However, soon after the displacement, 
infiltration occurred, creating instability in the political arena among the Indian 
population. Some individuals became government informers, supporting the ideologies 
of the right-wing supremacist government. 

Political Landscape  

Lenasia's political landscape was complex, with some residents supporting the 
Nationalist government and its tricameral parliament initiative. Meanwhile, many 
political activists emerged from schools controlled by state-appointed schoolmasters, 
and students in higher education institutions played a significant role in the political 
uprising. These students were often criticized by community members who supported 
the government. 

Media and Legacy  

The local newspaper press reflected the divided opinions, with some publications 
supporting the apartheid government's ideologies. Lenasia's rich history and legacy also 
have a darker side that needs to be documented and acknowledged. The truth about the 
past and its ongoing impact must be confronted, especially considering the continued 
presence of similar ideologies today. 

Ongoing Challenges  

Unfortunately, economic and business corruption remain prevalent, and land grabbing 
by the wealthy and influential continues. Some institutions support new liberal parties 
that have been linked to problematic ideologies. It's essential to acknowledge these 
issues and work towards a more just and equitable society. 

The Cycle of Oppression  

History has repeatedly shown that former human rights violators and oppressors often 
become the most vocal advocates for human rights in democratic governments. It's a 
disturbing trend where the formerly oppressed can become corrupt and turn into 
oppressors themselves. 

 



The Crossroads of Evil and Racial Segregation  

The world finds itself at a critical juncture, grappling with the forces of evil and racial 
segregation. A particular group, often characterized by fair skin, promotes autocracy and 
undermines the capabilities of people with darker skin tones, questioning their ability to 
govern and administer governments effectively. 

The Rise of Fascist Neo-Liberals  

Furthermore, there's a third group that adheres to fascist neo-liberal ideologies, believing 
themselves to be chosen people, selected by God to hold a superior position on earth. 
This mindset perpetuates division and inequality. 

Confronting the Past and Present  

It's essential to acknowledge the past and its ongoing impact on our present. By 
recognizing these patterns and ideologies, we can work towards creating a more just and 
equitable society, where everyone has the opportunity to thrive regardless of their 
background or skin tone. 

Y A Bhamjee 
Lenasia Business Forum 


